ENGLISH POLICY

AIMS

At The Grove School we aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Spoken Language, Reading & Writing.  Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills.

We strive for children to leave our school having achieved their very best and they should be able to read, write and work with letters confidently.
By the age of 11 we aim for a child to be able to:

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.

· have an interest in books and read for enjoyment.

· have an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

· understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.

· develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.  

· have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

· be confident speakers in a range of situations and be active listeners.

Agreed Procedure

· The English Curriculum is delivered using ‘The English Programs of Study 2013’. In Foundation Stage ‘The Early Learning Goals’ are followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. 
· Literacy is taught through a sequence of lessons in which children progress from an elicitation task through to a final outcome.  We use the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach.  
· Class teachers plan daily for the teaching of English. Class teacher’s ensure the children are taught what they need by evaluating the child’s learning after each session.  The lesson is then tailor made towards these needs.
· In the EYFS we use the scheme ‘Jolly Phonics’, in Year 1 we use ‘Babcock Ldp’ Pathways Scheme’ to teach the children their phonetic skills.  In Year 2 to Year 6 we use ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ scheme to develop children’s spelling strategies. 
· Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy. Teachers report to parents twice a year at parents’ evenings and in the annual report to parents. Children are formally assessed at the end of each key stage. Standardised tests ‘PiRA’ are used in KS1 and KS2 to help inform teacher’s assessment judgements termly.
· We assess children’s writing continuously.  We make a judgement based on termly outcomes.  We use this information to inform planning and set targets.  In KS1 children’s reading is assessed weekly during the children’s reading session, we also use PM Benchmark Kit to help teachers validate their judgements in KS1.  
· We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities. We identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment.  Children working at a greater depth are identified and suitable learning opportunities are provided.
· Governors work closely with the school and have a good understanding of the English provision, they carry monitoring enquiries with the literacy leader and head teacher.

· We value parent involvement in children’s development of literacy and promote a home school partnership in the following ways:
· sharing information – newsletters, curriculum workshops and evenings, parents’ leaflets

· celebrations – assemblies, school performances, displays, book fairs

· homework  - in line with our homework policy and home/school agreement

Parents are welcomed into the school to support children in literacy.  We have strong links with local playgroups and secondary schools to ensure smooth transition. We also have strong links with the local community who assist with pupils’ reading.

Is this working?

· Do work samples demonstrate that the majority of children leave our school working at the expected level for their age?

· Are children making expected progress?

· Is the teaching of Literacy good or better?
Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years or according to the School Improvement Plan.
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