THE GROVE SCHOOL AIMS
We endeavour to make our school a happy, caring and secure place, where every child will be eager to take a full and positive part. We aim to foster the talents of each child through the curriculum and all their experiences that the school offers.

We encourage each child to do their best in all they do and to rise to the challenge of new experiences.

We are very conscious of our responsibility in helping every child develop as a caring and considerate member of the community. This is a responsibility which we share with you, as well as with the children themselves. We believe strongly in the value of working in partnership with parents for the benefit of the children.

The staff's approach to the children is based on mutual respect. We aim to foster self-discipline and self-reliance, with essential regard to the well-being of others.

At The Grove, we value all children as equal members of our school community and we hope that during their time with us they will really enjoy their primary education and leave with happy memories!

THE CURRICULUM

Our learning principles and values

As a staff we have thought in depth about what learning principles and values we want our learners to develop at The Grove.  Our learning principles guide how we deliver our curriculum.  We believe that learning should be challenging, explorative, engaging, real, relevant, exciting, enjoyable, creative, inspiring, motivating, memorable, rewarding, reflective, hands on and flexible.  These principles underpin our learning values which centre on the skills needed for thinking creatively, collaboratively and independently.  We have redeveloped our whole school teaching and learning strategies and curriculum based on these beliefs.
Our curriculum

We aim to provide a stimulating environment where children will want to come and learn and find their natural interest and curiosity catered for.

At The Grove we strive to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which 

a)   Provides a range of opportunities for children to learn and achieve

b) Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural and physical development of the children and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life. 

c) Ensures that children have a mutual respect for each other’s faiths and beliefs and British values.

d) Prepare the children to allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively in life in modern Britain.
Our school curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum from the DfES.   This comprises a core of English, Maths and Science and the foundation subjects, which are, Information Technology, History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art, SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural development) and Physical Education.  We follow the locally agreed syllabus for our Religious Education.  Our curriculum is skills based and integrated between subjects to make it relevant and significant to life today and to equip children with skills for the future. 

ENGLISH

The school follows the National Curriculum and additionally tries to cater for the children’s development in English in all areas of the curriculum by openly promoting links between Literacy and other subjects. 

English is sub divided into listening, talking, phonics, reading and writing.

We actively support all children's development of spoken English to enable them to participate fully in all aspects of school life.

In reading, we adopt an individual approach to teaching, based on our assessment of each child's needs as well as group (guided) reading. A wide range of fiction and non-fiction material is available in each class augmented by our own topic library, together with loan collections. We also use books, which belong to the latest and well-respected reading schemes.  (Collins Big Cat, Rigby and Phonics Bug) 
We follow the Government scheme ‘Letters and Sounds’ to teach daily Phonics in KS1.  We teach phonics in a variety of different ways that are engaging and fun.  This is consolidated by using a structured de-codeable reading scheme. (Phonics Bugs)

Parents can assist their children in the reading process by supporting and encouraging reading at home. Children take home reading folders and regular sharing and practise is clearly to each child's advantage. 

Writing takes a variety of forms and includes imaginative poetry and prose, factual research and the expression of feelings. Grammar, handwriting, spelling and punctuation are taught within the context of these various forms of writing, as well as in specific skill based lessons.  
MATHEMATICS

The school follows the National Curriculum. This requires a daily numeracy time which are active, engaging and relevant to real life.  Problem solving is at the heart of out maths curriculum ensuring children have the opportunity to use and apply their knowledge.  Number skills are important in their own right; they are also vital problem solving tools, invaluable in assisting with the main mathematical topics which children study in the primary school. These include the study of length, weight, area, volume, capacity, time, money, geometry, algebra and sets. We aim not to lose sight of the practical basis of mathematics and, where possible, we make mathematical links to other curriculum areas.
SCIENCE

Practical activity is also at the heart of our science programme.   We start by observing, making and doing.   From such observations and experiments, scientific knowledge and understanding develops.   As children move through the school, this pattern is maintained but learning gradually takes on an increasingly challenging dimension as well. Children study topics such as forces, electricity and light, magnets, habitats and the earth in space.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

Much use of ICT is made to assist and develop learning in all areas of the curriculum, with teaching deliberately making use of all available links. Every class is equipped with two computers and have access to tablets and laptops. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We are sensitive to the varied religious customs that children follow. We aim to support a child’s individual beliefs but also to broaden their knowledge and awareness of other religions. We follow the Devon, Plymouth and Torbay agreed R.E. syllabus so that each child gains knowledge and experience of Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. In following this religious syllabus we believe that, in time, children will come to see that each religious tradition offers many insights for mutual understanding.
Worship

Our assemblies provide children with opportunities to be together, to sing and to share religious experiences as well as a time for celebration. They also have a strong social function within our school community and include an act of worship. We use prayers and songs from a variety of faiths. In accordance with the law, most acts of worship are of a Christian nature. Each class holds a ‘Friday praise assembly’ every term to which parents are invited in which they share work and successes.  Parents do have the right to withdraw their children from an Act of Worship and are welcome to discuss this matter with the Headteacher.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Work in technology is practically based and is tailored to helping children to organise their work as independently as possible. Technology work includes: working with textiles, cookery and using graphics. The children are also taught to use tools safely and appropriately.

GEOGRAPHY

We study a number of locations and populations in Britain and around the world. We begin with our local environment, using the school first and then Totnes itself.  Our cross curricular projects give opportunities for children to investigate how and why places and environments develop, how they can be sustained and how they may change in the future.
HISTORY

We study many periods of British History as well as looking at world events. Our starting points often build upon the experiences which children have already and we examine comparable events in the past.

It is important that our children understand the social consequences of the events from the past, as they may provide lessons for the future. This area of the curriculum is a key element within the primary school. It provides a wealth for language, maths and science.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

In Key Stage One children are taught Spanish. Spanish phonics are very similar to English phonics and so help to reinforce basic letter sounds in the early years whilst also opening young children’s minds to Modern Foreign Languages.   In Key Stage Two children are taught French.  French reinforces links with our local secondary schools curriculum.
Children are taught by a specialist language teacher and KS1 pupils are given the opportunity to continue with Spanish once they progress to KS2 in a lunchtime club.  
ART AND DESIGN

Creative work is central to all aspects of the curriculum and an integral part of every school day. Through drawing, printing, painting and the use of different media, we aim to promote and develop the child’s imagination, curiosity and originality. The variety of creative arts is important in their own right, but also supports many other aspects of the curriculum.

MUSIC

Music is taught in every class and we follow the Music Express scheme of work. From an early age children are introduced to music from other cultures. We have a wide selection of percussion instruments in school.  Children are also encouraged to share their talents in our Friday Praise Assemblies by playing musical pieces they have been taught in private lessons both in and outside of school. Music is performed at each of 3 annual performances for family and friends.  We have a large number of children that take part in music lessons provided by peripatetic teachers. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

We teach a variety of PE skills both inside and outside on the school field.

Team games are taught in small groups leading to their application in small–sided games. Individual gymnastic skills are also taught at levels appropriate to each child’s development. Gymnastics and music are combined in dance where children have the opportunity to work co-operatively with peers. We also use the Totnes Swimming Pool throughout the year and classes go to the pool on a rota basis.

Throughout our P.E. lessons we aim to teach children to work in co-operation for the benefit of the team. Positive attitudes are emphasised as much as skills.

Daily PE activities (DPA) occur in all classes and Key Stage 1 blend this into an energetic programme called “Leap into Life”.   We are a part of the Totnes Learning Community and termly competitions are arranged between schools in a variety of sports.
S.M.S.C and British values(spiritual, moral, social and cultural development - including Health and Sex Education)

This area covers a wide range of aspects of human life from teaching children to wash their hands and keep clean to information about drugs and sex education in the upper part of the school. The whole school has embarked upon a programme of social and emotional aspects of learning, which involves whole school themes and assemblies. 

We have an elected School Council, which meets every week, with two children per class elected to discuss relevant issues in the council. 

Health Education is included in our planning every year. This involves a detailed sex Education programme including personal hygiene, physical changes at adolescence and human reproduction. This same programme will be offered to both boys and girls. It is also supported by health care professionals such as a midwife and nurse.

Parents are invited to see any videos used beforehand, if they wish, at a relevant meeting.  Children may be withdrawn from sex education only with the consent of the governing body.
Team Grove has been developed in KS2 to increase skills in communication, collaboration, consideration and cooperation.  These weekly sessions enhance friendship and life skills.  Team Grove curriculum content and activities are heavily based on THRIVE ftc techniques and KS2 classes are reorganised into mixed age groups to develop effective family skills.

KS1 develop children’s social, moral and cultural skills through focused weekly gatherings and class activities.

Children’s spiritual development is encouraged to develop freely.  Totnes is a community which is very accepting and tolerant of a great many faiths and beliefs who happily live along side each other.  We encourage this throughout school life and encourage children to follow their own paths.  Awe and wonder is a huge part of developing a child’s spirituality and this is embedded in all aspects of the curriculum.
The children have a wide range of opportunities that promote Britain’s values.  Year 6 organised a general election they studied the manifestoes and became candidates.  In KS2 children hold regular ‘question time’ where children discuss and challenge each other’s thinking regarding various topics.
THRIVE ftc

To further support the social and emotional aspects of learning we also use a THRIVE ftc programme. This supports both individual and small groups.  We are developing the use of this in our Early Years on a whole class basis to follow on from the beneficial work in the local feeder preschools.  All children in the school are screened for their need for THRIVE intervention and parents are always consulted where a particular need is identified.  We also run Art therapy style groups.
EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS

Staff run after school clubs on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday for an hour. We offer a range of activities that often include: pottery, art, sports, craft, sewing, football, ICT and cookery.  We also offer a lunchtime KS2 Spanish club. We have a variety of music tutors who come into school to teach guitar, piano and keyboard, wind and brass instruments.
‘THE CHILDREN’S KITCHEN’

Our school meals service has become our own allowing us to link with Marldon Primary school to improve school meals for our children.  We have improved the food as well as the lunchtime dining experience for all children including ones whose parents choose to provide their own food.  We feel this is crucial for social development of sharing and enjoying meal times, encouraging good manners and meal time skills, including having input to what is on the menu!

USE OF EXPERTS
To enhance and enrich the curriculum we use a variety of experts to work with children.  In recent years we have had musicians, circus skills instructors, unusual animal keepers, story tellers, artists, theatre companies, animators and actors visiting school.  We invite members of the community into school to talk to the children about the work they do, for example dentist nurses, care home workers, librarians and local charity speakers.  We also invite faith leaders from the local community to talk about their festival celebrations here in the UK.
THEMED WEEKS
Every term we organise a themed week based around an area of study. Themed weeks are designed to encourage cross curricular links and we welcome parents into the school to help with these popular weeks. The whole school follows the same theme and the work is shared at the end of the week in a collective assembly. 
TRIPS

We see it as essential that children are involved in the outdoor environment as much as possible and so ensure that all classes take part in planned, guided and supported educational visits on a very regular basis. Recent visits have included the local town, Plymouth Aquarium, Paignton Zoo, Bushcraft skills, Morwellham Quay and The Eden Project. 

There is also a highly successful week long residential visit for Year 6 pupils, in which we take part in a series of challenging physical activities such as team building, rock climbing, gorge scrambling and night walks. 

PERFORMANCES 

In each academic year, the children have the opportunity to take part in performances for family and friends. As well as Praise Assemblies (held weekly) children are involved in: 

Key Stage 1 Spring Concert: a musical, poetry and artistic performance in the school hall.

Christmas Concerts: 

Younger children perform a traditional Nativity play with additional songs. Older children (Year 2-6) perform an ambitious Christmas Play, with dancing and singing at the Civic Hall.

Year 6 Performance: Year 6 pupils perform a musical at the Civic Hall as their “leaving present” for their parents. This involves costume, lights, music, dance, make-up singing and acting! Recent performances have included ‘The Wind in the Willows’, A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, The Wizard of Oz’ and ‘Treasure Island’.
Music concert: For children who have worked with music tutors.
HOMEWORK

The school has a homework policy for all children.  It is our policy to give all children in the school some homework during the week.   The homework set should be within the capabilities of the child and not be too time-consuming as children should be able to play too!   

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is an important part of the curriculum and, as such, is a vital tool by which teachers measure what a child knows, understands and is competent to do at any point in time.  Termly assessment informs teachers of pupil performance and allows them to identify areas of individual or group weakness.

Parents are invited to parent consultation evenings twice yearly and an annual report in July summarises the progress made and the next step targets for each child.  National Assessments called SAT’s are taken by children at ages 7 and 11 when progress is measured against national expectations.  If parents or teachers feel that more regular meetings would be beneficial to the child these can be arranged by appointment.
CURRICULUM PLANS

At the start of every term, parents are given a curriculum plan and a timetable outlining the curriculum to be taught in that class during the term ahead.  The purpose of this is not only to inform parents but to suggest ways and opportunities in which parents can be fully involved in their child’s learning at home.

