Mathematical understanding policy
Curriculum aims

This area of learning contributes to the curriculum aims for all young people to become:

· successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve

· confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives

· responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society
Agreed Procedure

· The Mathematics understanding curriculum is delivered using the Primary National Strategy framework. In the Foundation Stage ‘The Early Years Foundation stage curriculum’ is followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. Pupil provision is related to attainment, not age. 

· Numeracy in KS1 and KS2 is taught through a daily lesson in which children experience a whole-class focused mental and oral activity, a whole-class numeracy activity, , a guided group or independent activity, and a whole-class session to review progress and learning

· Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of Mathematics. This lists the specific learning objectives, outcomes and success criteria for each lesson, and gives details of how the lessons are to be taught. The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and the class teacher and subject leaders often discuss them on an informal basis. 
· In KS1 and KS2 we use the Abacus Framework addition to support planning, supported by a wide range of other resources including practical activities, stories and outside learning. Teachers integrate ‘making Maths real’ into everyday teaching where appropriate.
· Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy. Teachers report to parents twice a year at parents’ consultations and in a written annual report to parents.
· In KS1 children’s Mathematics is assessed by the teacher, we use NFER Progress in Maths assessments in Year 1 to help teachers validate their judgements. Children are formally assessed at the end of each key stage using SAT’s. Optional tests are used in years 3, 4 and 5 as a form of summative assessment on a termly basis. Termly assessments are recorded on School Pupil Tracker.
· We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in Mathematics according to their individual abilities. We identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment.  Gifted children are identified and suitable learning challenges provided.
· ICT is integrated throughout the learning and teaching of Mathematical Understanding.

· Yearly reports are made to the governors on the progress of Numeracy provision and to our Numeracy Link Governor.

· We value parent involvement in children’s development of numeracy and promote a home school partnership in the following ways:
· sharing information – newsletters, curriculum workshops and evenings, parents’ leaflets

· celebrations – assemblies, displays,
· homework  - in line with our homework policy and home/school agreement

We have strong links with local playgroups and secondary schools to ensure smooth transition. We also have strong links with the local community.

Is this working?

· Do work samples demonstrate our strategic intent to ensure that all children will leave our school at L4 or above.
· Are children making expected progress?
· Is the teaching of Numeracy good or better?
Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years or according to the School Improvement Plan.
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